“Greening” Working Group

Cleveland Park Citizens Association

Minutes of January 11, 2010 Meeting

Attendees:  Ruth Caplan, Hans Holmer, Susan Finkelpearl, Sally Schlichting, Wenonah Hauter, MaryAnn Nash

I.
Introductions

The meeting opened with introductions of the members and general discussion of areas of interest.   Several members noted that small efforts in this area can have a significant impact on the environment, and it is important to improve awareness of the steps that can be taken.  Ruth Caplan also noted that she has been monitoring the North Cleveland Park Sustainability Indicators Project.

II.
Discussion of Upcoming Panel at March Meeting

Ruth Caplan presented plans for a panel discussion at the upcoming March 9th membership meeting on issues related to the weatherization of homes in historic districts.  Mary Cheh is confirmed as a panelist and other city officials and experts on this topic will be invited.  

III.  
Discussion of Potential Issues for 2010

The working group then discussed a number of issues identified in a draft work plan for 2010 and assigned topics to different members of the group.  The following issues were included in the discussion:

· Energy Efficiency in Homes and Businesses.  The March meeting will address this topic for homeowners, but the group agreed that CPCA also should work with local business to address issues of energy efficiency.  Hans Holmer agreed to reach out to local merchants and consider how we could help local businesses become more energy efficient.  

· Recycling in Public Spaces.  Members expressed concern that the city government is not offering recycling at public parks or along major public streets.  MaryAnn Nash will contact the Department of Public Works to ask if recycling cans could be installed at the Macomb Street playground and possibly other locations.   

· Encouraging Pedestrian Traffic.  The group considered ways to encourage neighbors to walk rather than drive on short trips within the neighborhood and the importance of controlling traffic and keeping neighborhood streets safe for pedestrians.  There was a brief discussion of the Safe Routes to School study recently completed at John Eaton School.  One member suggested a neighborhood-wide pedometer initiative.  MaryAnn Nash will take the lead on this project.

· Eco-Friendly Gardening. There was a consensus that families in Cleveland Park could use more information about ways maintain beautiful and healthy gardens using products and practices that are beneficial to the environment.  This includes using natural pest controls and fertilizers, raking instead of leaf blowing, composting, and the use of rain barrels to recycle water in the garden.  Wenonah Hauter will take the lead in looking into this with a goal of organizing a meeting to educate residents about ways to maintain beautiful and healthy gardens without using harmful chemicals.  One member suggested that she reach out to the Melvin Hazen organic gardeners for advice.

· Reducing Toxins in Household Maintenance.  The group also agreed to gather and share information with members on ways to reduce the use of toxims in household maintenance.  Wenonah Hauter and MaryAnn Nash will take the lead on this topic. 

· Preparing a “Greening” Section for CPCA Website.  There was as consensus that the group should prepare and disseminate resource materials to make it easy for residents to make “green” choices.  Susan Finklepearl and Sally Schlichting will take the lead on this.  The information may be published on a Wiki site until the new CPCA website is redesigned.

IV.
Discussion of questions to submit to survey committee

The CPCA executive committee has asked for proposed questions to be included in the general survey of members.  The group agreed to submit two questions – one on transportation and another to identify the specific “greening” issues that are of interest to CPCA members.  The specific form and content of those questions will be left to the survey committee.

V.
Next meeting

The group agreed to meet on the second Monday of each month.  The next meeting will be held on February 8th at 7:00 p.m.

