UNITY Perspective

What Is the CPCA and Why Does it Matter?

The Cleveland Park Citizens Association (CPCA) was founded more than sixty years before Home Rule in 1911. It is a civic association whose goal is to improve the Cleveland Park neighborhood through volunteer effort by its members. It is recognized by DC agencies and elected officials as a long-established community representative. Law, however, does not dictate this recognition. Any power the CPCA has results from the overall political culture, and its ability to influence and persuade authorities.  

CPCA is governed by its Constitution and By-laws which currently specify fostering and advancement of public interest in “preservation, protection and enhancement of: educational and library resources; public safety and services for all citizens; environmental values; the promotion of historical preservation….” UNITY supports these priorities. 
The CPCA matters for a variety of reasons. 

· It gathers information and educates its membership about topics that could affect neighborhood quality of life, ranging from the availability of grant money for planting trees to issues surrounding land use and development.

·  It is the most effective means by which residents can voice local concerns. Any entity, whether a developer, a DC city planner, or a member of DC’s Department of Transportation, knows they can reach our community through the CPCA and work with the CPCA to effect change that will enhance our neighborhood. 

· CPCA can also play an activist role. For example, it can facilitate new business, assist organizations attempting to place land into conservancy, and help protect neighbors from excessive development.

CPCA is an active member of the Federation of Citizens' Associations and the Federation of Civic Associations. These are the two major citizen/civic federations in the city and through them CPCA learns about issues across the city, works cooperatively to resolve them, and gets their help on issues of concern to us. 

The CPCA often works alongside other community organizations.  The most important of these is the Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3C (ANC3C). The ANC is a body of local government. It advises the District government on issues affecting its local area. By law the ANC must review regulatory applications to the Board of Zoning, the Zoning Commission, the Historic Preservation Review Board as well review liquor license renewals and applications. 

The relationship between the two ideally should be complementary. The ANC represents a larger area than the CPCA. It advises citywide boards. Its advice and recommendations are given “great weight.” ANC meetings are devoted primarily to regulatory applications. The agendas are filled due to its legal responsibilities.  The CPCA focuses more on quality of life issues. It doesn’t have to limit its meetings to fulfill a legal mandate. It can go into far more depth than the ANC and thus includes the critical ability to inform and educate the public. It helps us become well-informed citizens. It can also serve as an advocate for the neighborhood, testifying at DC agencies and hearings, once it has discerned a position via membership agreement and vote.  It is our neighborhood forum and a champion of our concerns.

