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060208 EC Resolution Regarding PSC Formal Case No. 1044 

Whereas future availability of power to the District of Columbia from Mirant’s Potomac River generating plant in Alexandria, Virginia, is in substantial doubt because of potential environmental violations; and

 

Whereas the District of Columbia Public Service Commission (PSC) has decided to authorize the Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO) to build new 230KV and 69KV transmission lines from suburban, MD to the Blue Plains substation in the District of Columbia, to provide reliable and redundant supply lines for downtown D.C. and WASA’s Blue Plains sewage treatment plant; and

 

Whereas the urgent need for construction of these transmission lines comes from the fact that they supply the Federal government center, including the Capitol, the White House and numerous Federal buildings, and the Blue Plains sewage treatment plant, which after 24 hours without power would be unable to avoid continuous discharge of the city’s raw sewage into the Potomac River; and

 

Whereas the PSC has allocated the cost of the new transmission lines to the District of Columbia (40%) and Maryland (60%) ratepayers, but none specifically to the Federal government; and

 

Whereas there are clearly identifiable Federal interests in keeping power supplied to the center of the Federal government (by the Department of Homeland Security and the General Services Administration) and to the sewage treatment plant (by the Environmental Protection Agency):

 

Now, therefore be it resolved that the PSC, the Mayor and Council of the District of Columbia, our Delegate in the United Stated House of Representatives, and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission should use all available means to obtain payment for the installation of the needed transmission lines from the appropriate Federal agencies, rather than from District and Maryland ratepayers.

 

Adopted on February 8, 2006 by unanimous vote of the Executive Committee of the Cleveland Park Citizens Association.
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