070303 Minutes of CPCA
MINUTES

CLEVELAND PARK CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

March 3, 2007

CPCA President George Idelson opened the meeting at 10:15am and announced that Mayor Adrian Fenty would arrive at approximately 10:30am.  In the interim, ANC3c Chair Nancy MacWood provided an update on local issues.

MacWood advised that the Klingle Bridge reconstruction and lead clean-up under the bridge are progressing and that the Department of Motor Vehicles is heeding ANC3c requests for crosswalks and removal of barriers.  The ANC is working with the zoning administrator to assure compliance with zoning regulations before permits are issued. The ANC is also urging the Department of Parks and Recreation to implement long-delayed plans to upgrade the Hearst Recreation Center and to do simple maintenance at the Macomb Street playground.

The Mayor greeted the audience, which numbered nearly 90 people, and said that he would take questions from the floor.  Included in his plans for senior citizens, the Mayor advised that his administration is hoping to expand senior housing and health care opportunities.  He said he would soon announce the appointment of a new Fire Chief and strategies to fix emergency medical services.  Responding to several questions about the schools, Fenty noted that his proposal to have the school superintendent report directly to the Mayor will provide more stability and will ensure curriculum standards, while giving schools flexibility to define their needs.  In response to questions about property taxes, Fenty stressed his commitment to tax relief and advised that he will talk to the Attorney General about resolving the class action suit on assessments. The Mayor also stated that he is committed to using the old Convention Center location as the site for the new central library and also that he is concerned about pedestrian, biking, and metro safety issues.

Many in the audience expressed strong concern about the Mayor’s appointment of Geoffrey Griffis, currently chair of the Board of Zoning Adjustment, to the zoning commission.  Fenty said he was unaware of certain ethical allegations concerning the proposed appointee.  He asked that a group be designated to brief him on the issue.  Mr. Idelson said it was essential that such a meeting take place before the Council votes on the appointment and that he would coordinate the logistics.  He noted that the Council had held a hearing on the Griffis appointment, but had not yet voted on it.
After the Mayor left the meeting, Idelson introduced Annie Potts, a director in the DC Police Department, who asked the audience to participate in an opinion survey about the PD.  Bruce Beckner, ANC3c (district 5), then  briefed the audience on efforts to get the Zoning Commission to enforce the commercial overlay requirement limiting bars and restaurants to 25% of commercial frontage in Cleveland Park and Woodley Park.
Idelson adjourned the meeting at noon and advised that the next meeting (April 5) would be a forum for school board candidates.

Respectfully Submitted,

Joan Buchanan, CPCA Recording Secretary       

