Cleveland Park Citizens Association

George Idelson, President

3035 Newark Street, NW

Washington, DC 20008

202-362-4279

g.idelson@verizon.net
RESOLUTION 090202—GIANT FOOD STORE REDEVELOPMENT

(Adopted at a membership meeting on Sunday, February 15, 2009.)

Whereas, the Cleveland Park Citizens Association (CPCA) has represented the interests of the Cleveland Park neighborhood since 1911, and

Whereas, in May 2002, CPCA signed a contractual Agreement with Giant Food governing the character of any future construction on the site of the Giant Food store on Wisconsin Avenue, and 

Whereas, the contract calls for, among other things, a new, modern enlarged grocery store, and a lively retail streetscape on Wisconsin Avenue in place of a blank wall forming the back of the store, and 

Whereas, for more than three years after the contract was signed, and Wisconsin Avenue retail establishments had already been evicted, Giant failed to proceed with building a new grocery store, and 

Whereas CPCA consistently encouraged Giant to restart its long dormant store replacement, and has seized every opportunity to confer with Giant to further the project, and 

Whereas, Giant now proposes, in a combined 2-block Planned Unit Development, to replace the current 18,000 sf Giant with a 56,000 sf store on the South Block plus ground floor retail and second floor mixed use on Wisconsin Avenue and Newark Street, and a 5-story mixed-use development on the North Block, and

Whereas, the current proposal seeks to eliminate the Macomb-Wisconsin Neighborhood Commercial Overlay from the PUD area, which would then allow as many as seven large new restaurants, and

Whereas the part of the Macomb-Wisconsin Overlay District not in the PUD area is now largely made up of restaurants on Wisconsin Avenue and Macomb Street, consuming close to the 25% of the street frontage allowed by the Overlay, and

Whereas the lack of commercial parking in the North Block garage will create the potential for restaurant and other retail patrons to park on neighborhood streets, especially if space in the South Block garage proves to be inadequate, and

Whereas the PUD application is inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for these two parcels, by transforming the low-density commercial area into a higher density mixed-use area, and

Whereas, the current PUD proposal offers no reason, as required by zoning law, why it cannot achieve its goal to build a large new grocery store as a matter of right, as contemplated by the 2002 Agreement, and without removing the Overlay from the PUD, and

Whereas this applicant has previously evicted commercial tenants without being prepared to go forward with construction of the new store, and, in the current economic climate, there is a basis for concern that the project may be initiated and not completed; 

Therefore, be it resolved that (a) the applicant must be required to certify that financing for the South Block project is completely committed before the present grocery store is closed, and (b) the new grocery store must be open and operating, and the applicant must be required to certify that financing for the North Block project is completely committed, before any excavation, razing, or eviction on the North Block is begun; and

Be it further resolved that CPCA, while strongly favoring a new supermarket and restored retail on Wisconsin Avenue, disapproves the PUD application in its current form for the above reasons, and authorizes its president and/or his designee to testify before the Zoning Commission in support of this resolution.  
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