


UNITY TEAM Perspective:  Greening Cleveland Park*
UNITY’s Position
Cleveland Park has many opinion leaders, writers, advocates, and concerned residents ... and many Prius owners!  We are informed about issues like climate change and the health impacts of pollution.  And, while we are fortunate not to be located next to a toxic waste dump or chemical plant spewing pollution, we are, as a community and as individual households, contributing to some of the serious environmental problems.  We also have the resources to make a difference.  We need effective leadership to move forward, The UNITY team is thrilled at the opportunity to play a leadership role in greening Cleveland Park.

Vision

Cleveland Park can be a model for greening a community. We can make CP even more walkable with more green spaces. We can drastically reduce our energy consumption through  energy audits for our homes and  community. We can utilize technologies like solar, rain catchment and waste reduction programs. With community organization and everyone’s good ideas, UNITY envisions  CP leading a DC green movement at a time when the national will has never been stronger. 

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEM
Thanks to many CP residents, we have already preserved many green spaces – Rosedale, Tregaron, Melvin Hazen – as well as church and school green spaces and the generosity of the Casey Tree Foundation in providing thousands of trees.   Now we need to identify the most impactful and cost-effective measures we can take as households and as a community. Residents with deep green knowledge and expertise are not well organized. We can tap into expertise in DC and national organizations. CP needs organization and leadership to accelerate its progress and resist complacency.   
Ideas

· Explore setting up a CPCA committee on the Greening of Cleveland Park with diverse residents and students from our public and private schools
· Investigate replicating proven green energy group purchasing initiatives like the Mt. Pleasant Solar Coop

· Provide neighbors with up-to-date information on home energy efficiency audits. Promote federal and local energy incentives to home and apartment dwellers.

· Encourage use of energy efficient lighting in our homes and stores.

· Advocate that the city establish a composting program as part of the trash pick up as is done in San Francisco, Seattle, Toronto and Hamilton, Canada; establish a center in CP.
· Investigate joining DC’s  “SmartBike” program

· Explore other ways to introduce efficient transportation to reduce oil consumption,  including a Greater Cleveland Park jitney with green engine technology.

· Quantitatively analyze best approaches to encourage greater use of public transportation.

· Consider advocating local food initiatives such as a community garden east of Wisconsin, organized CP CSA drop spots and partnering with farmers markets to establish presence in CP 

· Explore creating a Cleveland Park Community Bank to make energy efficiency/solar loans to homeowners and businesses.

· Attend the National Council for Science and the Environment’s conference: “Learn How to Build a New Green Economy” in DC Jan.20-22.
* This statement reflects the diverse views of the UNITY team and is intended only to prompt discussion in anticipation of the Sept. 29, 2009 CPCA election.  Of course, though future decision making can be informed by the above ideas, final policy decisions will require extensive, membership-wide discussion and idea exchange, which is what unity is about.

