


A UNITY PERSPECTIVE:  CRIME PREVENTION*
UNITY’s POSITION

Crime is obviously an area of concern that is most poignant for those who have been victimized or are close to neighbors who have been impacted. CPCA’s ability to positively influence crime prevention is likely to be greatest through specific partnership/communication/education protocols with police, related groups and residents, along with ideas for specific action and advocacy as defined below. The UNITY Team believes that the CPCA should continue to build on a strong tradition of community-police partnership through involvement with Citizens Advisory Councils (CAC) and the PSA 203 and PSA 204 areas that comprise Cleveland Park.
VISION

Our vision is for Cleveland Park to have the lowest crime rates in all of Washington, DC.  We aspire to help make our neighborhood entirely safe to walk, bike, park cars and live 24/7 throughout the year.  In this vision, CP residents would all exercise consistent and effective personal crime prevention discipline.  Finally, we expect to work closely with the 2nd District and related parties (e.g., CAC) to help achieve impressive, quantified reductions in street and home crime over the next few years.

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEM

Car break-ins have been on the rise in CP over the past year.  Car vandals/thieves have inflicted significant and expensive vehicle damage on many CP residents. The incidents are often brazen, occurring during daylight and, at times, without any valuable(s) visible inside a car that would more logically motivate a thief. Some residents continue to leave valuables inside their cars plainly visible or even leave car doors unlocked.  
Home break-ins are also a persistent problem in the neighborhood.  Certainly, some homes make more inviting targets than others due to doors being unlocked, evidence visible that residents aren’t home (i.e., accumulated newspapers) and valuables clearly visible through exterior windows.

There have been many reports in recent months of “suspicious behavior” in CP that may or may not have linkage to vandalism or theft.  Residents are advised by 2nd District police to report such behavior promptly but may not be aware of the best way to define and communicate such behavior.
IDEAS

· Distribute crime trend data (i.e, type, frequency, location) to CPCA members with mapping to indicate higher-crime areas within CP; monitor 2D listserv closely
· Work with police and the 2D CAC to strengthen and enable neighborhood watch groups; attend October CAC-led meeting on watch group creation
· Replace dated watch group signs while increasing their number as deterrents
· Encourage residents to photograph individuals demonstrating suspicious behavior for transmittal to police

· Investigate street cameras in higher-risk areas

· Educate residents with police involvement on topics like car vandalism prevention.  Sessions with CPCA would be open to all and recorded for broader distribution. Key trends/stats would be included in a new bi-monthly CPCA newsletter.

· Work with police to develop and communicate possible suspicious behavior reporting guidance and protocols
· Collaborate with 2D and other groups to advocate for needed policing resources
* This statement reflects the diverse views of the UNITY team and is intended only to prompt discussion in anticipation of the Sept. 29, 2009 CPCA election.  Of course, though future decision making can be informed by the above ideas, final policy decisions will require extensive, membership-wide discussion and idea exchange, which is what unity is about.


