


UNITY PERSPECTIVE:  FIRE SAFETY
UNITY’S POSITION

While residents of any neighborhood always have concern about fire, the issue has taken on heightened significance in Cleveland Park recently due to several tragic fires in northwest DC. The fires made clear that aging infrastructure can limit the DC Fire Department’s ability to fight fires effectively.  UNITY recognizes that the challenges inherent in protecting homes and business from loss are significant. If elected, UNITY will work to do all it can to accelerate fire safety related infrastructure upgrades and replacement. To accomplish this, UNITY will likely need to explore going beyond the constraints of the DC budget and seeking Federal funding through the Presidents’ Stimulus Package.

VISION

The UNITY Team envisions a future where fires are largely prevented in Cleveland Park due to a heightened level of prevention strategy awareness by CP residents and business owners. When fires do occur, they are swiftly and effectively extinguished with adequate water pressure, equipment and personnel. In meetings with the DCFD and WASA, CPCA will volunteer to assist in the preparation of stimulus funding applications for the upgrade and participate in discussions with the appropriate Federal Agencies where a local community voice can be constructive. 
OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEM

The recent major fires in Adams Morgan, Georgetown, and the Cafritz mansion on Chain Bridge Road were all the result of the DC Fire Department not being able to get a sufficient amount of water on the fires due to low water pressure or insufficient working fire hydrants close enough to the fire.  Neglected replacement of this infrastructure over the last thirty years is resulting in a catastrophic condition today. The normal capital improvements in the DC annual budget cannot accomplish the upgrade of the infrastructure soon enough. There are 9,000 public fire hydrants and 1300 private hydrants city wide. DCWASA has done an outstanding job of testing 2500 of the hydrants in the city for water flows and have tagged them accordingly.  Under the present plan, it will take DCWASA another five years to complete testing and upgrading of the remaining 6500 public hydrants at a cost of approximately $30Million.  

IDEAS

CPCA will take a proactive approach to assist in the sourcing of funding to accelerate replacement of the infrastructure by:

· Identify and map all CP hydrants needing upgrade/replacement (water pressure below safety standard of 1,000 gallons/ min/ft.)
· Highlight areas with substandard hydrant clusters for prioritized focus

· Encourage meetings with Fire Chief Rubin and WASA to educate the community on the steps being taken by the DCFD to ensure fire safety and steps that residents can take to prevent fires.
· Investigate CPCA potential to assist in applying for Federal funding to accelerate the replacement process.
· Encourage the DCFD and WASA to use Cleveland Park as a pilot project for Federal funding of an accelerated replacement of the ancient water lines, and fire hydrants in Cleveland Park.  

* This statement reflects the diverse views of the UNITY team and is intended only to prompt discussion in anticipation of the Sept. 29, 2009 CPCA election.  Of course, though future decision making can be informed by the above ideas, final policy decisions will require extensive, membership-wide discussion and idea exchange, which is what unity is about.

