

A UNITY TEAM Perspective: Revitalizing Connecticut Avenue*
UNITY’S POSITION

Connecticut Avenue’s commercial district deserves the attention and support of the CPCA.  The vitality of this area affects the quality of life for every Cleveland Park resident. Retailers along this corridor are struggling; several have closed their doors. Aesthetically, the area needs a face-lift.

VISION

UNITY favors the model of an eclectic mix of storefronts that will include boutique retail, grocery, and dining establishments. We believe this combination honors the historic value of CP and accurately reflects our designation as a Historic District. We also believe that much can be done to enhance the commercial viability of Connecticut Avenue. Connecticut Avenue is the heartbeat of Cleveland Park. UNITY’s leadership can be trusted to strike a balance between preservation and development by listening to all voices and helping to make CP a model.

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEM

Revitalization requires a thorough knowledge of zoning layers and their hierarchy. Connecticut Avenue is subject to its C2A zoning designation, the commercial overlay, its Historic District designation and DC’s Comprehensive Plan. Parking is scarce and is also subject to zoning. The service road has advocates and critics. Trash removal, sewage infrastructure and vermin control are serious problems. Cleveland Park has the only commercial strip along Connecticut Avenue in close proximity to another competitive commercial strip, Wisconsin Avenue. Today, these two strips compete with, rather than complement each other.

IDEAS

· Explore a jitney service linking Connecticut Ave. and Wisconsin Ave. corridors for pedestrians and the elderly

· Work with DC authorities to apply common sense administration of the overlay and tax law to help local merchants

· Engage urban planning graduate students to perform a planning study

· Install a streaming video camera to document retail use and activity

· Pursue a relationship with Main Street, a program with the National Trust for Historic           Preservation to revitalize America’s main streets (www.mainstreet.org)

· Assign CPCA “Business Buddies” to work with interested new retailers and property owners to navigate their way through zoning and regulatory regulations, including special exceptions for moderate increases in density

· Form a CPCA/merchant committee to brainstorm a vision for the Avenue

· Encourage increased use of the CP metro, possibly with Zoo visitors

· Engage other civic organizations to share, analyze and implement “success stories” of small business communities

· Research availability of Federal funding for traffic studies and beautification opportunities

· Investigate the possible addition of a weekly open air farmers market
· Pressure DC agencies responsible for infrastructure to fix and maintain drainage, sewage and trash removal services
* This statement reflects the diverse views of the UNITY team and is intended only to prompt discussion in anticipation of the Sept. 29, 2009 CPCA election.  Of course, though future decision making can be informed by the above ideas, final policy decisions will require extensive, membership-wide discussion and idea exchange, which is what unity is about.

