


A UNITY TEAM Perspective: Finding Parking Solutions

UNITY'S POSITION

Cleveland Park needs more parking but merely adding more spaces can cause unintended consequences including additional traffic and a call for much greater density.  A more nuanced approach is necessary.  Unity will undertake a process to explore the alternatives for additional parking while looking at the secondary effects and related transportation incentives.  We will look at all aspects of parking and related transport, including residential parking permit (RPP) eligibility and sub-zoning, new parking space, re-allocation of current parking spaces, and improved ways to integrate Wisconsin and Connecticut Avenue parking.  The result will be recommendations that dovetail with other DC planning efforts, including the Comprehensive Plan, traffic and parking enforcement, local parking regulations, zoning and overlay exceptions, and federal funding requests.


VISION

While residents and visitors will be encouraged and provided incentives to use alternate forms of transport, especially public transportation, everyone should be able to live in and visit Cleveland Park with the least burden on themselves.  There should be adequate and affordable parking to meet the needs of merchants and the Uptown theater so that parking and traffic burdens are not forced upon our residential streets to the detriment of our neighbors. More convenience. More commerce.  No compromise on quality of life or safety for CP residents.
OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEM

Residential and commercial realities dictate that mass transportation and a new approach to parking and secondary traffic effects is essential.

Cleveland Park has a long and innovative history of relying on advanced forms of transport/parking ranging from early Connecticut Avenue trolleys and The "Park and Shop" to the Conn. Ave. east-side access road.    

However, use of the automobile has increased beyond the expectations of those earlier planners.  Even with the Metro providing an alternative means of travel to and from Cleveland Park, parking demands may continue to increase.  The Metro itself actually increased the demand for additional parking; drivers from other parts of Ward 3 drive to the streets in front of our homes to park here and use the Metro to travel into the heart of the city.

Unfortunately, parking garages may not be money makers, especially with expensive construction costs in areas such as Cleveland Park that have a complicated under-ground infrastructure. We face the same kind of challenges with above-ground parking.  All real estate is relatively expensive, and parking is not the "highest and best use" for such space, especially if we want to maintain our neighborhood feel.

IDEAS

- Analyze Residential Parking Permit "sub-zones"

- Explore feasibility of a local jitney between Wisconsin and Connecticut

- Explore ways to create new parking spaces in conjunction with changes in building use or redevelopment

- Explore construction of a new stand-alone parking garage, possibly underground.

- Install additional bike racks while investigating membership in DC’s “SmartBike” Program

- Consider financial incentives for additional off-street parking spaces for new residential and commercial construction

- Work with DDOT to obtain federal funds to increase local parking and transport supply.

- Encourage community-focused, commercial innovations like shared merchant delivery services
* This statement reflects the diverse views of the UNITY team and is intended only to prompt discussion in anticipation of the Sept. 29, 2009 CPCA election.  Of course, though future decision making can be informed by the above ideas, final policy decisions will require extensive, membership-wide discussion and idea exchange, which is what unity is about.

