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CLEVELAND PARK CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

May 11, 2010

A meeting of the Cleveland Park Citizens Association (CPCA) was called to order by John Chelen, President, at 7:00 p.m. at the Cleveland Park Congregational Church on Tuesday, May 11, 2010.  An estimated 30-35 people were present at some point during the meeting. 
New Business
The minutes of the April 13, 2010, meeting were unanimously approved.  Clark Madigan, Treasurer, reported that the Association was in fiscally sound shape, having just over $20,000 in the bank at the end of March.  Revenue during the January – March quarter  had been about $1,200, and expenditures had been slightly higher.  The need for members to re-enroll and for new members to join was clear.  It was also suggested that CPCA might consider whether to adjust its dues, since they’ve been flat for some years and other neighborhood associations set dues lower and higher than CPCA’s.  In response to a question about when memberships needed to be renewed, Ruth Caplan, Corresponding Secretary, explained that renewals are due at the time of the October membership meeting; renewal notices would go out soon after the Annual Meeting in June.  

John Chelen, President, introduced Ana Evans, Chair of the Nominating Committee, who thanked the other two members of the committee – Margie Siegel and Pam Korbel – as well as Gabe Fineman for establishing the CPCA listserv and arranging podcasts of meetings.  She outlined the three criteria that had guided the committee’s work: people with good ideas for improving the quality of life in Cleveland Park, people who were willing to work hard, and people who work well in a small group situation.  All interested candidates were interviewed, and the following were nominated by the committee:
President – Susie Taylor

First Vice President – Ann Hamilton

Second Vice President – Ruth Caplan

Corresponding Secretary – Gene Massey
Recording Secretary – Jeff Davis
Assistant Recording Secretary – John Korbel
Treasurer – Clark Madigan 

Chelen then introduced Mark Rosenman, Chair of the Election Committee, who explained that the election would be held as the first order of business, after approval of the minutes, at a meeting to be held at the Cleveland Park Congregational Church at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 5, 2010.  Since we wouldn’t know until the end of a brief period for nominations from the floor whether the election would be contested, there would be no check in or distribution of ballots prior to the start of the meeting, and voting could be by acclamation or by a show of hands, soon after the meeting begins.   If one or more officer nominations are made from the floor, voting will be by ballot and will be open for a continuous period until 4 p.m.  To find out whether there will be a contested election with voting by ballot, members can go to the CPCA website the morning of the election (thanks again to Gabe Fineman).  The information will also be posted on the CPCA listserv. The results of the election will also be posted on the CPCA listserv and website.  There would be no provision for absentee ballots.  The committee had considered the possibility of having a second opportunity to vote on the following Tuesday, but had rejected it because the Bylaws do not seem to permit such an approach, and the legal counsel the committee had approached (Matt Watson) had not supported it.   If the election for any office is contested by a nomination from the floor, the Election Committee had decided to keep voting open until 4 p.m., in order to give members the maximum opportunity to vote
The monthly mailing prior to the June 5 meeting will include the list of nominees with brief biographical sketches.  The list of nominees will also be posted on the CPCA listserv and website.
Chelen reported on the work of the Governance Committee, once again soliciting comments on any of the “white papers” that had been posted on the website.  He also noted that an effort will be made to come to agreement on several key governance issues, first by the Executive Committee, and then through a joint meeting of the Executive Committee and the Governance Committee.  
Caplan reported on the work of the Greening Cleveland Park Working Group, coordinated by MaryAnn Nash, describing the excellent meeting on organic gardening that had taken place on April 11th and expressing the hope that a website would be up and running soon.  She commended such working groups as a good way to involve more people in CPCA’s work.  

On behalf of Susie Taylor, First Vice President and Chair of the Connecticut Avenue Coalition Committee (CCC), who was out of town, Caplan also reported on the work of the CCC, with further details provided by Ruth Pollak.  They noted the $1.5 million made available to the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) for improving pedestrian safety on Connecticut Avenue between Macomb and Porter Streets, and referred to the constructive work done at the April 13th CPCA membership meeting, attended by DDOT representatives, to provide community input into the decision process.  Based on this and on discussion at its own meeting, the ANC passed a resolution outlining some specific requests from the community.  The next step for the CCC is to prepare a “purpose and need” document for DDOT, reflecting the consensus reached.  Judy Hubbard called attention to Mary Cheh’s role in securing the $1.5 million. 
Chelen announced that a Mayoral Candidates Forum – co-sponsored by the Palisades Citizens Association, the Foxhall Citizens Association, and CPCA – would be held at the Key School at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 3rd. Vincent Gray and Leo Alexander had agreed to attend; a final answer had not been received from Mayor Adrian Fenty.  In response to a suggestion that the sponsors should be willing to change the date to accommodate Mayor Fenty, it was pointed out that he had occasionally not shown up even when he had agreed to, and that his slow or negative response could be taken as a signal of his interest in Ward 3.
Old Business
Five resolutions that had been introduced and seconded at the April 13, 2010, meeting, to be voted on at the May meeting, were read and discussed.  The first such resolution was introduced by Gabe Fineman:
Resolved that:

The officers of the Association are directed to promptly release to any announced candidate for CPCA office an electronic copy of the names and street addresses of the members as required by the DC Nonprofit Corporations Act.  Such candidate shall sign a confidentiality and usage agreement to only use the information to campaign for officer.

After an extended discussion, a vote was conducted by a show of hands.  The resolution was defeated.

The second resolution was introduced by Ann Hamilton:

WHEREAS, at least one member of CPCA has requested a copy of the CPCA members’ names and addresses in order to run for a CPCA office;

WHEREAS, the CPCA Executive Committee administered a questionnaire in April that has prompted 107 responses to date [as of April 13th], with 40% indicating a preference that no personal data be shared with candidates;

WHEREAS, there are many examples of benchmark organizations such as other DC Citizens Associations and American universities that do not provide member data directly to candidates for election;

WHEREAS, the most important goals of the CPCA Executive Committee are to ensure fair and regular access to the membership for all candidates, while honoring some members’ express preference that their personal information not be shared with candidates and protecting the privacy of all members who do not explicitly agree to having their information made available; and

WHEREAS, the CPCA Executive Committee believes that the best way to achieve these goals is through a CPCA-administered mailing process;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT,

(a) The CPCA Election Committee, operating under the auspices of the CPCA Executive Committee, in order to ensure an open, equitable process for candidates to reach members, will oversee mailings to all members on behalf of candidates on a weekly basis during the month of May.  The CPCA will pay for two of these mailings.

(b) Upon written request from any announced candidate, the CPCA will also promptly execute a mailing to all members to assess preferences to “opt in” to a list provided to candidates that would include only the names and mailing addresses of those members giving their permission for their information to be shared.

After a brief discussion, and in the light of the vote on the previous resolution, the resolution was withdrawn.
The third resolution was introduced by Gabe Fineman:

Resolved that: 
The officers of the association are directed to follow the requirements of Article VI of the Constitution and submit all actions of the Executive Committee to the approval of the membership at the next membership meeting.  

After discussion, a vote was conducted by a show of hands.  The resolution was defeated.

The fourth resolution was introduced by Gabe Fineman: 

Resolved that:

The officers of the Association are directed to follow the requirements of Article VI of the Constitution and submit all actions of the Executive Committee to the approval of the membership at the next membership meeting.
After discussion, a vote was conducted by a show of hands.  The resolution was defeated.

The fifth resolution was introduced by Ruth Caplan:

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that Article II of the CPCA Constitution be amended to read:

Article II. Mission

CPCA’s mission is to enhance the quality of life in Cleveland Park. It addresses issues of broad-based concern and relevance in order to build a diverse, thriving, forward-looking neighborhood while preserving its historic character.

With membership open to all residents, businesses and institutions within its defined boundaries, CPCA fosters education and neighborly discussion.  When there is general agreement among members, CPCA takes action and advocates for the neighborhood and, as appropriate, on issues affecting the larger community.

After extended discussion, John Chelen suggested that the resolution be tabled to allow further work on it, and asked for a show of hands as to how many people wanted to defer consideration of the resolution.  Since the majority preferred to vote, the resolution was then voted on by a show of hands, and passed by the two-thirds vote required for amendment of the Constitution or Bylaws.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,


Ann Hamilton, Recording Secretary
