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CLEVELAND PARK CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

September 25, 2010

A meeting of the Cleveland Park Citizens Association (CPCA) was called to order by Susie Taylor, President, at 10:00 a.m. at the Cleveland Park Library on Saturday, September 25, 2010.  An estimated 15 people were present at some point during the meeting. 
Guest Speaker
Susie Taylor introduced Rokey Suleman, Head of the DC Board of Elections and Ethics, who joined to discuss the duties and operations of the DC Board of Elections and the performance of his team during the September 14th primary.  Mr. Suleman described his background as an elections administrator, including recent service in Fairfax, Virginia, and in various jurisdictions in Ohio.
Mr. Suleman described the challenges facing his office in preparing for the recent primary and upcoming general election.  In addition to implementing the mandates of the Federal Help America Vote Act, his office was charged with implementing an omnibus DC election reform bill that included “no fault” early voting, early voting at voting centers, early registration by 16-year olds, same day voter registration, new voting equipment, and voting audits – a set of initiatives unprecedented in any jurisdiction in America. 

Early voting was a success.  Voting opened 15 days early at the main voting center and 11 days early at four satellite voting centers.  There were approximately 22,000 early votes, accounting for almost 20 percent of the total votes cast. 

Mr. Suleman discussed in detail the audits that have been and will be performed on DC voting equipment.  There is a pre-election forensic audit of certain voting equipment that is intrusive and thorough enough to void the manufacturer’s warranty and render the machine unusable in actual elections (but it will still be used for demonstrations).  There are post-election audits based on standard sampling methods.

The elections industry is challenged by the declining numbers of voting equipment manufacturers and the rigorous certification procedures put in place following the 2000 federal elections.  Mr. Suleman described consolidation in the industry, and the funding of equipment by over 7,000 jurisdictions, many without real need or ability to invest in state-of-the-art equipment.  Mr. Suleman participates in a group to develop “open source” software that will standardize and streamline equipment certification.  This effort is complicated by the wide variety of special needs elections officials must accommodate. Mr. Suleman also is working to make online voting available for military overseas in DC elections
With respect to the September 14th primary, Mr. Suleman defended the performance of the Board of Elections.  First, no equipment suffered physical failure.  The inability to turn on the machines or to operate them smoothly was due to human error, not machine failure.  Only three pieces of equipment in 143 precincts failed.

The members had an engaging discussion of the pros and cons of open versus closed primaries.  Mr. Suleman favors closed primaries and believes that in a party system, parties should have the right to dictate who will vote in its primary.  Mr. Suleman generally favors easing the burdens of voting, and suggested that electronic voting can be attractive where the risks can be controlled.
Sally McDonald observed that the level of election worker discipline increased from 2008 to 2010 based on her personal observations.  She congratulated Mr. Suleman.

Following Mr. Suleman’s presentation, Ms. Taylor announced that the next meeting will be held at 6: 30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 26th at the Cleveland Park Library.  The meeting will be devoted to identifying and discussing the most important issues for CPCA to pursue on behalf of its members.  In addition to the on-going work on Connecticut Avenue revitalization and Greening Cleveland Park, some issues under consideration are:

(1) Aging in Place;

(2) Serving Families with Young Children;

(3) Neighborhood Watch; and 

(4) Establishing a CP Farmers’ Market. 

Ms. Taylor announced that a detailed budget will be presented at the October meeting.  She also announced that Cleveland Park Day will take place on Saturday, October 2, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., rain or shine.  She described the activities for children, the t-shirts and canvas bags up for sale, and the efforts and support of merchants.  The event has broad support and publicity and is hoped to become a success and an annual tradition.  
Finally, under New Business, Ruth Caplan, Second Vice President, read a resolution concerning a proposed amendment to the Bylaws to shift CPCA’s calendar year from September 1 through August 31 to October 1 through September 30.  The resolution reads as follows:
RESOLUTION TO CHANGE CPCA FISCAL YEAR

Presented to Membership Meeting 9/25/10

Whereas the current fiscal year for CPCA as set forth in Section VII of the bylaws begins on September 1st which is not on a quarterly basis; 

And whereas a fiscal year beginning October 1 allows for financial reporting on a quarterly basis;

And whereas the membership year currently begins with the first meeting in October;

It is hereby resolved to amend the bylaws to change the fiscal year from September 1 through August 31 to October 1 through September 30. 
Under the Bylaws, proposed Bylaws amendments must be read at one meeting and voted upon at a subsequent meeting.  A vote on the resolution to adopt the above Bylaws amendment is expected to be taken at the October 26th meeting.

There being no other New Business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,


Jeffrey Davis, Recording Secretary
