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CLEVELAND PARK CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

October 26, 2010

A meeting of the Cleveland Park Citizens Association (CPCA) was called to order by Susie Taylor, President, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cleveland Park Library on Tuesday, October 26, 2010.  An estimated 35 people were present at some point during the meeting. 

Susie Taylor called the meeting to order, welcomed the members and described the meeting agenda.  

The minutes of the September 25, 2010 meeting were approved unanimously without modification.
Ms. Taylor reported that Cleveland Park Day, held on October 2, 2010, was a success on many levels.  Attendance was high, many merchant participated to varying degrees, and feedback following the event was positive.  CPCA collected approximately $6,900 in contributions from local merchants and incurred expenses of approximately $6,800.  Additionally, CPCA collected $2,200 in revenue from the sale of activity tickets, t-shirts, and canvas bags.  Those funds will be maintained in a CPCA account and earmarked as seed-money for next year’s Cleveland Park Day.  Ms. Taylor expressed her gratitude to many volunteers who contributed to the success of the event.

The next order of business was a resolution to amend the bylaws to change the start of the CPCA fiscal year from September 1 to October 1.  Ruth Caplan explained the purpose of the bylaws modification to improve the accounting process at CPCA and align the fiscal year to standard calendar quarters.  The resolution and bylaws amendment having been read at the membership meeting on September 25, 2010 were ripe for a vote.  The amendment was approved by the membership without dissent.

Ms. Taylor next turned to a report on the Connecticut Avenue Coalition Committee, including a meeting of that group the previous evening.  There are multiple projects underway and expected, including adjustments to various pedestrian countdowns, the installation of a new red-light camera at Ordway Street and Connecticut Avenue, and the creation of a mid-block crosswalk on Connecticut Avenue between Ordway and Macomb Streets.  The group is also exploring and expects completion of numerous streetscape improvements including new streetlights, benches, garbage receptacles, recycling, and decorative banners.  Bobby Abbo, local real estate developer, commented favorably on the work of the Coalition and urged that steps be taken to support local merchants, including increased zoning flexibility.  Ms. Taylor will continue to report on the group’s progress and work with the City.  

The next discussion item was the 2010-2011 CPCA budget.  Ms. Taylor reported that the Executive Committee has worked to create a formal budget, rather than bookkeeping statements, to better align spending with the group’s priorities and initiatives.  Ms. Caplan reported that membership is down by half and that an outreach campaign is underway to encourage membership renewals.  The annual budget is based on a 75 percent renewal rate.  John Chelan questioned the allocation of $3,000 for non-profit status.  Ms. Taylor explained that the money is needed to ensure that CPCA files all necessary and proper tax papers and that understanding the requirements, burdens and benefits of 501(c)(3) status is a component of that analysis.  Gabe Fineman suggested that membership approval of the budget is required.  It was agreed that a membership vote on the budget would be held at the next meeting.

The final agenda item was member initiatives.  Ms. Taylor explained that the active energy of CPCA should be directed by members towards the subjects about which they are interested.  Based on member input from various sources, the Executive Committee identified the following topics that might generate a new CPCA initiative:

(1) Aging in Place;

(2) Serving Families with Young Children;

(3) Neighborhood Watch; and 

(4) Establishing a CP Farmers’ Market. 

(5) Library Audit

(6) Adopt-a-Road

These topics are in addition to the Greening and Connecticut Avenue Coalition initiatives that have already been established and are ongoing.  The members were invited to form groups to discuss these topics.  Two topics generated significant interest:  Greening and Aging in Place.  Next steps on those initiatives will be announced shortly.

There being no other New Business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,


Jeffrey Davis, Recording Secretary

