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PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED
Note:  Items in italics should be addressed by DDoT irrespective of the $1.5 million dollar project. 

Non-italic items are concerns expressed by the community that could be addressed as part of the project.

1.  Porter and Connecticut


a)  Truck deliveries often block traffic


b)  Cars park illegally on the north side of Porter, East of Conn. Getting in and out of the alley is dangerous, so is walking because of obstructed view


c)  Intersection is dangerous with 5 streets converging, including the gas station 

driveways


d)  Left turn should be allowed going West on Porter when travelling North on Conn.


e)  Traffic pattern for Walgreens parking access and exit must be defined

2. Porter and Quebec


a)  Pedestrians routinely “short-cut” through the gas station, running amok with cars driving in to get gas or go to the convenience store


b)  There is no traffic signal for cars exiting the gas station onto Porter

3.  Ordway and Connecticut


a)  Extremely dangerous for cars and pedestrians


b)  Signals cannot be seen


c)  Exit from service road onto Ordway is confusing. The traffic lights, pedestrian lights and signage are unclear


d)  Service Road and exit from Park and Stop add to the danger and confusion


e)  There is always a bottleneck at the western side of the intersection on Ordway due to parked cars, the curve and narrowness of the street


f)  Vehicles turning right onto Ordway from northbound Connecticut are unaware that there is a crosswalk immediately after the turn


g)  The drainage on the sidewalk on the southeast side of Ordway doesn’t work. 
The result is a puddle so large that pedestrians are forced off the sidewalk into the street


h)  The drainage on the sidewalk adjacent to the western Metro entrance doesn’t 
work

4.  Excessive midblock pedestrian crossings between Ordway and Connecticut


a)  The distance of the block is too long for people to walk to the intersections

5.  Pedestrian sidewalk on East side of Connecticut between Ordway and Porter


a)  Cars trying to enter the Park and Shop are either stuck on Conn or wait in the 
sidewalk, blocking pedestrians, as they wait for the next car to get through the parking lot’s entrance gate

6.  Newark and Connecticut


a)  Poor lighting makes it difficult to see pedestrians crossing at night


b)  The angle of the intersection of Newark and Connecticut Ave. creates a dangerous situation for pedestrians crossing Newark going north from the Library.  Many drivers, given speed from the hill and the angle of entry to southbound Connecticut Ave. traffic make more of a merge than a stop.  Drivers are generally looking to the left trying to enter Connecticut. Pedestrians coming 
north are often not seen and cross at their peril

7.  Macomb and Connecticut 


a)  Cars driving to the service road speed along endangering pedestrians


b)  Lights are very hard to see and discern to whom they are directed.


c)  Bus stop blocks the sidewalk


d)  Crossing at the intersection is extremely dangerous

8.  Sidewalk next to service road


a)  Width of sidewalk on east side of Connecticut Ave. along the service road is too narrow, frequently forcing people to step down off the curb and into the service road


b)  There are no handicap access ramps on the sidewalk opposite the median ramps 

9.  Speed and Red light running (This is combo DDoT project and MPD enforcement)


a)  Cars travel at excessive speed on Connecticut Avenue 



b)  Lots of red light running


c)  Drivers are unaware that Cleveland Park corridor of Connecticut Avenue is a 
pedestrian community

10.  Broken bricks on the median and concrete on the sidewalk on the east side of Connecticut Ave. make it difficult to walk

11.  Lighting on Connecticut is very poor especially around Newark Street.  Cars cannot see pedestrians crossing Newark

12.   Traffic lights cannot be seen if in sunlight or bad light due to clouds

13.  No Right Turn on Red signs are badly placed at all three intersections.  No one can see them.

 14. The corridor looks run down

15. The corridor does not look historic
PROPOSED SOLUTIONS

1.  Mid-block crossings:  


Mid-block pedestrian crossing light

2.  Speed and lighting issues

a)  Replace cobra-head lights with historically appropriate tear-drop lights. Add more light poles. Provides better visibility. Signals entering a community/village that will remind speeders to slow down


b)  Banners signaling entering into Historic Cleveland Park


c)  Put a speed camera on Connecticut Avenue


d)  Repaint street light poles (black color) at Conn. & Ordway (currently gray & 
rusted)

3.  Ordway and Connecticut Intersection


a)  Right turn only when exiting service road


b) Eliminate the service road


c)  Make the service road a “shared” road


d)  Entering and exiting service road from Conn


e)  Address traffic signal visibility, signage


f)  Fix sidewalks and road, maybe widening sidewalk by 6 inches


g)  Allow right turn on red from the service road


h)  Move the Park n’ Shop exit directly onto Connecticut Avenue


i)  Add a sign facing drivers exiting from the Park & Shop lot saying "Do Not Enter Cross Walk on Red Light". Few people realize that the crosswalk is part of the intersection and entering an intersection (not just passing through it) when the light is red is the offence of running a red light. CDCR 18-2103.7(a)


j)  Add a sign on the pole with the light for westbound Ordway traffic saying "This Signal for Ordway Traffic" and an arrow pointing to it.

4.  Porter and Connecticut Intersection


a)  Close gas station driveway on to Porter.


b)  Fix traffic signals and signage


c)  Allow left turn on to Porter when going north on Conn.

5)  Misaligned signs


a)  The traffic signals are mounted to a strap on the poles so that they slip out of alignment. They should be affixed with bolts so that they cannot shift. 

6)  Improve Streetscape


a) Fix drainage in front of Sorriso. 


b) Repair sidewalks (large holes & cracks, especially in Uptown Theatre block); 
repave service road (currently all different surfaces); replace curbs where needed;  replace broken bricks in service road media


c) Repair storm drain on sidewalk at Metro’s west entrance


d) Create and encourage an outdoor café area on the large sidewalk between the 
Post Office and Newark Street (e.g. sculpture/water feature/permanent chess table and/or something else in front of the Post Office)


e) Install electrical outlets near trees/tree boxes in Uptown Theatre block so trees 
can be illuminated at night with white lights


f) Erect uniform black metal tree box surrounds throughout the three-block area


f) Install several benches between the tree boxes in the Uptown Theatre block, may inhibit mid-block pedestrian crossings & encourage café feel of the block


g) Install Cleveland Park Historic District signs on light poles (as in other historic districts)


h) Install seasonal banners on light poles 

One respondent had a vision too grand to capture in the above format. Here it is in its entirety:

Reconfigure service road access and egress so that traffic merges into the service lane AFTER the Macomb intersection and onto Connecticut  Ave. BEFORE the Ordway

intersection.  Benefit would be:


a. Drop the confusing light at Ordway from the service lane


completely (might have to create a merge light before it).  It would


make turning left up Ordway tough particularly at rush


hour, but would allow people to go north or turn east.


b. Pedestrians coming north or south on Connecticut could cross to


a full size sidewalk that then narrowed, guiding them along


the sidewalk instead of down the middle of the service lane or the


median. Today if you cross directly from the north or south you are


required to walk in the service lane.


c. Pedestrians crossing east would be able to come straight up


onto a single sidewalk rather than cross to an island and then cross the


service lane.


d. As few pedestrians use the median to walk, it would remove two


crossing points between cars and people
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